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Regulation 9 Preparation and submission of management plan 

Regulations 9(1–3): Responsible Person and Plan  

Under its obligations as a “responsible person” under the Victorian Electricity Safety Act 
1998, Banyule City Council (‘Council’) has prepared this Electric Line Clearance Management 
Plan (ELCMP) in compliance and accordance with the Energy Safe Victoria (ESV) Electricity 
Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 – Regulation 9 Preparation and submission 
of management plans. Obligations under Regulations 10(1)–(6) are also addressed in this 
ELCMP. 

This ELCMP is structured in order of the specified regulations, using the same numbering for 
cross referencing. 

The applicable distances for the minimum clearance spaces to be maintained under this plan 
are provided in Appendix 1. Exceptions to the minimum clearance spaces under the Code are 
provided under Schedule 1, Clauses 4–7 of the regulations and this plan. 

This plan is applicable for the financial year from 1 July 2021–30 June 2022. The plan is 
stored in Council’s document management system and will be available for review at 
Council’s offices and on Council’s website at www.banyule.vic.gov.au.  

Regulations 9(4)(a)–(d): Contact details 

4(a) Responsible Person 

Name Allison Beckwith 

Position CEO 

Address Banyule City Council 

1 Flintoff Street, 

Greensborough VIC 3088 

 T:   03 9457 9904 

(b) Individual responsible for the preparation of the management plan 

Name Darren Bennett  

Position Director, Assets and City Services 

Address Banyule City Council 

1 Flintoff Street, 

Greensborough VIC 3088 

 T:   03 9457 9927 

(c) Person responsible for carrying out the management plan 

Name Michael Tanner 

Position Manager, Parks and Natural Environment  

Parks and Natural Environment Service Centre 

Address 268–270 Banksia Street 

Bellfield, VIC 3081 

 T:   03 9049 3399 

(d) Emergency telephone number for electric line clearance from a Council tree 

Telephone T:   03 9490 4222 (available 24 hours/day, 7 days/week) 

Regulation 9(4)(e): Objectives 

By complying with the Electricity Safety (Electric Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 and the 
Code of Practice as far as practicable, the objectives of this ELCMP are to: 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/eslcr2020474/s9.html
http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/eslcr2020474/s9.html
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• Protect public safety at all times from the contact between power lines and 
vegetation in relation to fire risk, human injury and continuity of supply. 

• Protect areas of indigenous and significant vegetation throughout Council’s Declared 
Area. This includes areas containing vegetation that are botanically, historically, or 
culturally important or vegetation of outstanding aesthetic, ecological or local 
significance or that may be habitat for rare or endangered species. 

• Provide a safe working place for employees and contractors undertaking vegetation 
clearance pruning and any employee or contractors who conduct other vegetation 
maintenance works within the vicinity of powerlines. 

These objectives will be achieved by: 

• Maintaining regular interactions with contractors and the vegetation management 
group of relevant distribution companies so that all parties have a clear 
understanding of each other’s priorities. Interactions include documented meetings, 
monthly communication of vegetation assessment results and various liaisons for 
live line works.   

• Ongoing improvement of Banyule City Council's electronic Tree Database and a 
functional Geographical Information System (GIS) that allows users to efficiently 
locate tree assets and record information regarding adjacent electrical lines and the 
condition, size, species, structure, and management requirements for tree assets.  

• Ongoing auditing and Contract performance monitoring as detailed in the relevant 
sections of this Plan. 

Regulation 9(4)(f): Map of applicable land 

Banyule municipality is divided into eight maintenance (pruning) precincts (Figure 1).  

 
Figure 1. Map of Banyule municipality showing pruning precincts 1 – 8.  The Hazardous Bushfire Risk Area (HBRA) is 

shown by red hatching. 

Seven of the precincts comprise the Declared Area (i.e. 1 – 4, 6 – 8). Precinct 5 is not 
declared and does not form part of Council’s responsibility under the Code.  

 



Banyule City Council 

Electric Line Clearance Management Plan 

Ref. ELCMP 2022–23 © 2022 Banyule City Council Page 3 of 20 

Regulation 9(4)(g): Hazardous and low bushfire risk areas 

The Country Fire Authority (CFA) fire hazard ratings for electric lines apply to the 
maintenance precincts as follows: 

•  Majority of the Banyule municipality fall in the low bushfire risk areas (LBRAs) 
(Figure 1) 

• A small section of precincts 4 and 6, however, are hazardous bushfire risk areas 
(HBRAs) (Figure 2)  

• Pruning precinct 5, in the Lower Plenty area (Figure 1), is not Council’s responsibility 
under the Code. 

A fine-scale map of the HBRA (Figure 2) shows a small section along Martins Lane, Banyule 
Road, and Hendersons Road, in Viewbank, adjacent to the Plenty River parklands. 

Every year, Council liaises with the relevant Distribution Businesses (Figure 4, Regulation 9 
(4)(j)(ii)(B)) to obtain up-to-date GIS layers for the distribution network. This helps to 
improve planning and identification of affected trees in the LBRA and HBRA areas. 

 

 

Figure 2. Fine-scale view of the HBRAs (red hatching) of Banyule municipality. 

Regulations 9(4)(h)(i)–(iii): Specified areas with indigenous or significant trees 

Council’s Tree Database can be used to identify the location of and record information 
regarding electrical lines, trees and associated data relating to their condition, size species, 
structure, origin (e.g. indigenous to Victoria, whether planted or remnant), significance (e.g. 
on Significant Tree Register or planning overlay), and management (i.e. last date of 
inspection or cutting).  

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/electric-line-vegetation-clearance
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Each year, as part of the preparation of this Plan, Council reviews all relevant acts, registers 
and other resources to identify trees indigenous to Victoria or significant trees specified in 
Regulations 9(4)(h)(i), (ii) and (iii) that may be impacted by line clearance works, which are 
also recorded in Council’s Tree Database.   

All trees indigenous to Victoria, and trees of cultural or environmental significance that are 
listed in Council’s Significant Trees Register are identifiable in Council’s GIS system. 

Work crews access this information on mobile devices before undertaking works on 
vegetation managed by Banyule City Council, enabling awareness of the significance and 
requirements surrounding the subject vegetation by both Council and the tree pruning 
contractors.   

Pursuant to Clauses 11 and 12 of the Code, Council will, as far as practicable: 

• Restrict cutting or removal of indigenous or significant trees to the minimum extent 
necessary to ensure compliance with the requirements of and schedule to the Code, 
or to make an unsafe situation safe 

• Avoid cutting or removing a tree that is habitat for threatened fauna during the 
breeding season , unless it is necessary to mitigate a high-risk hazard.  

Where it is not practicable to avoid tree pruning or removal during the breeding season, 
Council will: 

• translocate the breeding threatened fauna before undertaking the tree works. 

Regulation 9(4)(h)(i): Indigenous to Victoria  

Indigenous tree species are common and widely planted throughout the streets of Banyule 
municipality.  

Before pruning in an area, the contractor is required to check whether any tree species are 
of indigenous origin via: 

• Banyule City Council’s electronic Tree Database within its Geographical Information 
System (GIS). 

• Where a tree is identified as indigenous, the contractor must not cut the tree more 
than is necessary to ensure compliance with the Code or make an unsafe situation 
safe.   

• Indigenous trees must not be removed unless it is necessary to ensure compliance 
with the Code or make an unsafe situation safe, or a suitably qualified arborist from 
Council has inspected the tree and advised that cutting it in compliance with the 
Code would make it unhealthy or unviable.   

Regulation 9(4)(h)(ii): Listed in a planning scheme to be of ecological, historical, or 
aesthetic significance 

Identified areas of historical, cultural, environmental, ecological, and aesthetical importance 
in Banyule municipality are covered by Vegetation Protection and Environmental 
Significance Overlays in Council’s Planning Scheme or listed on Council’s Significant Trees 
Register, which records the: 

• Tree species (and approximate number of specimens if greater than one) 

• Address 

• Address of other affected properties.  

After each review of the Planning Scheme, Council reviews the trees that may be affected 
and updates its Tree Database. 

Before pruning in an area, the contractor is required to check Council’s Tree Database to 
determine if any trees are subject to a planning overlay protecting their significance. 

https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0014/50450/Advisory-List-of-Threatened-Vertebrate-Fauna_FINAL-2013.pdf
https://mapshare.vic.gov.au/vicplan/
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/About/Documents/Significant-trees
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/About/Documents/Significant-trees
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•  Where a tree is identified as protected, the contractor must not cut the tree more 
than is necessary to ensure compliance with the Code or make an unsafe situation 
safe.   

• Protected trees must not be removed until approval is sought from Council.  

 

Regulation 9(4)(h)(iii): A tree of cultural or environmental significance  

Trees assessed as having cultural or environmental significance at local, state, and national 
levels are listed in the: 

• Banyule Significant Tree Register  

Before pruning in an area, the Contractor must check Council’s Tree Database to determine 
if any trees adjacent to the powerlines are of local, state or national cultural or 
environmental significance. No work is to be done on these trees until approval is sought 
from Council.  

Regulation 9(4)(i): Means used to identify indigenous or significant trees 

Council reviews its Significant Tree Register annually as part of the preparation of the Plan 
and updates its electronic Tree Database. 

All contractors carrying out Line Clearance works are required to consult Banyule’s Tree 
Database to ascertain the origin and significance of trees before commencing work in each 
pruning precinct. 

Regulation 9(4)(j) Management procedures to ensure compliance with the Code 

Regulation 9(4)(j)(i): Methods for managing trees and maintaining minimum clearance  

Under Banyule City Council’s tree pruning and associated services contract ‘Manningham 
EF18-27082’, it is the Contractor’s duty to ensure that trees are pruned to maintain the 
minimum clearance space (Appendix 1) free of vegetation for the period of the Program. 

This contract makes provision for any changes in clearance space requirements resulting 
from the annual review of Council’s ELCMP and/or changes in the regulations. 

Council’s management procedures for managing trees to ensure compliance with the Code 
are categorised as: procurement, inspections, assessment of regrowth, tree works, 
communication and auditing, and record keeping. 

The methods to ensure compliance with the Code for each of these procedure categories are 
provided in the following sections. 

 

Procurement 

• Council’s procurement procedure requires the successful contractor to employ 
suitably qualified and experienced arborists (9(4)(p)) to undertake the Line 
Clearance assessment and pruning in accordance with all requirements of the Code, 
which includes: 

o Formal training that incorporates modern tree pruning practices, including 
awareness of AS 4373–2007 Pruning of amenity trees and natural target 
pruning principles. 

o Project induction, including awareness training in the Code of Practice and 
this Plan (including pruning quality requirements). 

 

Inspections 

https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/About/Documents/Significant-trees
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Every tree managed by Banyule City Council under or adjacent to powerlines within the 
relevant precincts shown in regulation 9(4)(f) of this Plan is inspected according to the 
following schedule: 

• An annual inspection of all trees adjacent to High Voltage electric lines.  

• A biennial (two-yearly) inspection of all trees adjacent to Low Voltage electric lines. 

• Within the HBRA areas, annual inspection and pruning of all Council trees in the 
vicinity of powerlines will occur before the declaration of the fire season (Table 1). 

• An annual inspection of trees in streets that cannot be effectively managed on a 
two-year cycle, as listed in Table 2. 

Table 1. Schedule for inspecting, pruning, and auditing Council trees adjacent to powerlines in the HBRA before the 

declaration of the fire season. 

Banyule Pruning 
Precinct 

Programmed 
Inspection 

Programmed Cut Programmed Audit 

HBRA  
(within precincts 4 & 6) 

May 2022 June 2022 During programmed 
cutting period 
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Table 2. LBRA streets that are also assessed and pruned annually. 

Street Suburb 

Banksia Street (Between Oriel & Liberty Pde)  Bellfield  

Carlsberg Road  Eaglemont  

Menzie Grove  Eaglemont  

Mount Street  Eaglemont  

The Eyrie (East of The Panorama)  Eaglemont  

The Eyrie (West of The Panorama)  Eaglemont  

The Righi  Eaglemont  

Adeline Street  Greensborough  

Beverley Road  Heidelberg  

Castle Street  Heidelberg  

Devon Street  Heidelberg  

Durham Street  Heidelberg  

Edwin Street  Heidelberg  

Lloyd Street  Heidelberg  

Odenwald Street  Heidelberg  

St Hellier Street  Heidelberg  

Stradbroke Avenue  Heidelberg  

Waterdale Road (Between Banksia Street & Livingstone)  Heidelberg  

Chauvel Street  Heidelberg Heights  

Churchill Street  Heidelberg Heights  

Kokoda Street  Heidelberg Heights  

Ailsa Grove  Ivanhoe  

Athelstane Street  Ivanhoe  

Burton Crescent  Ivanhoe  

Cumberland Street  Ivanhoe  

Fairy St  Ivanhoe  

Green Street  Ivanhoe  

Hawker Street  Ivanhoe  

Jellicoe Street  Ivanhoe  

Locksley Road  Ivanhoe  

McArthur Road  Ivanhoe  

Robbins Street  Ivanhoe  

Russell Street  Ivanhoe  

Salisbury Avenue  Ivanhoe  

Sherwood Road  Ivanhoe  

Silverdale Road  Ivanhoe  

The Ridgeway  Ivanhoe  

Meakin Street  Watsonia 

Nell Street West Watsonia 

 

During the initial inspection, the Contractor assesses and records the specific pruning 
requirements of each tree. 

The Contractor follows the decision-making process shown in Figure 3 when determining 
pruning works to maintain line clearance. 
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Figure 3. Flow-chart of decision-making process regarding pruning to maintain line clearance. 

The Contractor reports to Council, any trees deemed unsuitable for pruning in accordance 
with the Code. Council will inspect those trees and, if in agreeance, will investigate and 
implement an alternative method to ensure the tree does not pose any risk to adjacent 
electrical line assets. 

Pursuant to Clause 20 of the Code, where Council and its Contractor are unsure of the safety 
of pruning or removing a tree, Council will consult with the relevant Distribution Business; or 
if the tree affects a railway supply line, it will consult the relevant Railway Operator to 
develop an appropriate action plan to mitigate the hazard or bring the tree into compliance 
with the Code. The contact details of the relevant organisations are provided in regulation 
9(4)(j)ii)(B) of this Plan. 

Tree works  

After the initial inspections, Council’s Arborist directs the Contractor to prune each tree in 
accordance with the work instructions.  

The Contractor prunes trees under powerlines for a minimum of two years’ regrowth for HV 
lines, before return trimming.  

All pruning is in accordance with industry Best Practice. In cases where the minimum 
clearance space cannot be achieved when pruning to AS 4373 (Figure 3), refer to Regulation 
9(4)(k) of this Plan. 

Where practicable, pruning may be undertaken using Elevated Work Platforms (EWPs) or 
other similar methods to minimise overall site damage. 

Hazard trees 

During the inspections, the Contractor will also identify and inspect neighbouring Hazard 
Trees that may not have branches growing towards the clearance space but could impact 
electrical lines in the event of tree failure.  Hazard Trees have structural faults (e.g. severe 
decay, major cracks, large deadwood), that if not actioned, will negatively impact 
distribution assets under foreseeable weather conditions or ground instability. 

Pursuant to Section 86B of Victoria's Electricity Safety Act 1998, and Clause 9 of the Code, 
Council specifies within its Municipal Fire Management Plan 2020–2023 (MFMP)(Appendix C 
pages 14–17 of the MFMP): 

• procedures and criteria for the identification of trees that are likely to imminently 
fall onto, or come into contact with, an electric line (hazard trees) 
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• procedures for notifying Council of hazard trees in relation to electric lines for which 
they are responsible. 

Council-managed trees identified as hazardous by the Contractor during inspections, or 
reported to Council as hazardous, will be assessed by a suitably qualified Council arborist.  

In compliance with the Code, Council will remove or cut trees confirmed as hazardous to the 
electric line. If the hazard tree fits any of the criteria in regulation 9(4)(h) of this Plan, where 
possible, while mitigating high-risk hazards, Council will minimise the impact on the tree or 
fauna as per the requirements of the Code. 

Banyule City Council maintains a 24-hour reactive/emergency service to manage emergency 
pruning or removal of Council-managed trees if: 

• A tree has fallen or become damaged and requires removal to maintain the 
minimum clearance space 

• A tree has wholly or partially failed, with the potential to injure people or damage 
property. 

• A suitably qualified arborist has assessed the tree with regard to foreseeable local 
conditions and advised Council that the tree or a tree part is likely to fall onto or 
come into contact with an electric line, as per the procedures and criteria of the 
MFMP. 

After undertaking emergency cutting or removal in accordance with the regulations, Council 
will, as soon as practicable after completion of the works, give notice to all affected persons. 

As part of such works, Council will record where and when the cutting or removal was 
undertaken, identify why the cutting/removal was required and record when the last 
inspection of the tree occurred. All previous works will be recorded and stored in Council’s 
GIS database.  

Allowing for regrowth 

The additional regrowth space required beyond the minimum clearance space detailed 
within the Code is forecast in accordance with species type, local conditions and pruning 
frequency (also see Clauses 4–7: Exceptions to minimum clearance space of Schedule 1). 

Council retains each street tree’s associated growth rate (rapid, moderate, or slow) in its 
Tree Database.  

Council’s Urban Forestry Coordinator, or delegated officer (minimum Certificate III in 
Arboriculture with relevant experience) will: 

• Observe and record the rate of growth of different species under the municipality’s 
growing conditions. 

• Apply these observations (e.g. Table 3) when determining the extent and frequency 
of any required pruning intervention. 

Decisions on maintaining the clearance space are made by the relevant office in consultation 
with other relevant authorities, dependent on advice from management regarding the 
availability of funds.  

Table 3. Species-specific examples of the space allowed for regrowth.  

Species Regrowth/annum Timeframe (years) Allowance for regrowth 

Melaleuca linariifolia 30 cm 2 60 cm 

Eucalyptus melliodora 80 cm 1 80 cm 

Quercus palustris 100 cm 1 100 cm 
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Auditing and communication 

Compliance with this Plan is dependent on the performance of Council’s tree maintenance 
contractor. The Contractor, and by extension, Council as a Responsible Person, will be 
assessed through the contract performance process as detailed in Regulation 9(4)(o).  

 

Record keeping 

Tree pruning contractors have access to Council’s works management software – Konect – 
where they are required to record details of all cyclic inspections and previous works on 
trees.   

Regulation 9(4)(j)(ii)(A): Determining an additional distance  

To determine a minimum clearance space that allows for conductor sag and sway in 
accordance with Division 1 of Part 3 of the Code, Standard minimum clearance spaces 
(Appendix 1), the contractor must: 

• Confirm the significance of the vegetation in the area to be pruned 

• Identify the conductor type 

• Identify the total span length  

• Identify tree location within that span 

• Apply the corresponding graph/formula of Schedule 2 of the Code 

• Reference the required clearance. 

Regulations 9(4)(j)(ii)(B): Provision for additional distances for different parts of an electric 
line span 

Council will maintain minimum clearance spaces in compliance with the clearance graphs in 
Schedule 2 of the Code (graphs 1, 2, 3 & 4 (LBRA) and 5 & 6 (HBRA)). 

Uninsulated spans over 100 m in length in the LBRA, or over 45 m in the HBRA, require 
additional allowance for sag and sway (Appendix 1). Council has liaised with relevant 
Distribution Businesses to obtain maps of powerline spans. Where a span requiring 
additional allowance for sag and sway is identified, the sag and sway allowances specified in 
the Code will be applied, after consultation with the relevant asset owner, e.g. Distribution 
Business (Figure 4) or Railway authority. 

Two power distributors operate within Banyule municipality (Figure 4). 
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Figure 4: Power distributor boundaries within Banyule municipality. 

The names and contract details for the Distribution Businesses and railway authorities that 
operate within Banyule municipality are: 

Company Jemena 

Address PO Box 16182, Melbourne VIC 3000 

Telephone 1300 131 871 

Faults and emergencies 131 626 

 

Company AusNet Services  

Contact Spencer Few 

Telephone 03 9238 6353 

Faults and emergencies 131 799 

 

Company Metro Trains 

Contact Katrina Lewis, Production Manager – Vegetation 

Address Level 16, 700 Collins Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

Telephone 0405 506 488 

 

Company VicTrack 

Address Level 8, 1010 La Trobe Street, Docklands VIC 3008 

GPD Box 1681, Melbourne VIC 3001 

Telephone 1300 842 872 

Council will keep records of all advice received from these businesses and authorities.  

Regulation 9(4)(k): Procedures when impracticable to comply with AS 4373 

Council requires that pruning conforms to AS 4373 whenever safe to do so, while also 
ensuring that: 

• Safe approach distances are maintained 

• A safe work environment is maintained when working at heights 

• Minimum clearance is achieved 

• An affordable level of productivity is achieved. 

• Council acknowledges that conformance with AS 4373–2007 Pruning of amenity 
trees, especially in relation to the final pruning cut, cannot always be achieved when 
undertaking powerline pruning safely.  

For trees that cannot be pruned in accordance with the Electricity Safety (Electric Line 
Clearance) Regulations 2020 within the guidelines of AS 4373 Pruning of amenity trees, the 
Contractor must notify Council.  

Council will then inspect the tree and if the tree cannot be pruned to comply with the Code, 
Council will investigate and implement an alternative method to ensure safety and 
continuity of supply. 

Alternative methods will be considered in the following order: 

• Additional pruning to remove structural limbs 

• Implementation of structural solutions 

• Application for exemption 

• Tree removal and replacement with a suitable species. 
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Where pruning will severely affect a significant tree or tree of value, or when an affected 
person objects to the pruning or clearing of vegetation near powerlines, Council Officers will 
consult with the affected person(s) about alternative methods, including: 

• Reduced pruning cycle 

• Removal and replacement with a suitable species 

• Use of aerial bundled cable 

• Rerouting of powerlines  

• Undergrounding of powerlines 

• Other engineering solutions.  

Where an affected person requests the relocation or provision of alternate services such as 
aerial bundle cable, Council will refer the matter to the distribution company for further 
consideration. 

Where vegetation significance or public need requires that an alternative course should be 
pursued, Council may undertake a cost benefit analysis on a case-by-case basis. 

Regulation 9(4)(l): Alternative compliance mechanisms  

Council does not intend to apply for any alternative compliance mechanisms at the time of 
preparation of this Plan. 

If alternative compliance mechanisms are required, Council will apply to Energy Safe 
Victoria. The application would include the: 

• Details of the alternative compliance mechanism 

• Procedures to be adopted for commissioning, installing, operating, maintaining and 
decommissioning the proposed alternative compliance mechanism 

• Published technical standards that will be complied with when commissioning, 
installing, operating, maintaining and decommissioning the alternative compliance 
mechanism 

• Location or class of the span to which the alternative will be applied 

• Specification for the proposed minimum clearance space in relation to the span, or 
class of spans. 

The application will also include a copy of: 

• The formal safety assessment prepared under Clause 32 of the regulations 

• Written agreement from the owner or the owner or operator of the span; or 

• Written agreement from the owner of the owner or operator of the class of spans. 

If, and as, requested by Energy Safe Victoria, Council will provide further information or 
material about the application. 

Regulations 9(4)(m)(i)–(ii): Approval for alternative compliance mechanism 

At the time of preparation of this Plan, no trees have been identified during past pruning 
that cannot be pruned in compliance with AS 4373–2007 Pruning of amenity trees. 
Therefore, Council does not hold an approval for an alternative compliance mechanism, and 
none is in effect. 

Contractors are required to report any such trees to Council so that they can be identified on 
the Tree Database. 

Regulation 9(4)(n): Performance assessment measures 

Council’s performance under this Plan is assessed against two criteria, using the 
measurement methods outlined in Table 4. 
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Table 4. Performance assessment criteria and measures. 

Criteria Measurement method KPI 

Completion of the annual 
inspection and pruning program 

- Assessment records 
- Contract compliance records 

100% completion on 
schedule 

Safety of public and workers - Incident reports & Contractor monthly 
reports 
- Contractor performance audits 
- Contractor monthly reports 

No injuries 

 

The Contractor’s performance is measured through Council’s contract performance process, 
which involves: 

• Monthly reports from the Contractor listing the inspected areas and trees pruned, as 
well as any incident reports and complaints received 

• Post-work audit of each assessed area by the Contract Supervisor (Regulation 
9(4)(o)) 

• Issue of a Return Service Notification for trees identified in the post-work audit that 
do not meet the Code 

• Re-auditing of any non-conformances. 

Council’s Contract Supervisor also assesses the Contractor’s pruning quality (Regulation 
9(4)(o)) to identify any instances of poor performance, as part of Council’s normal contract 
management processes.  

If poor pruning  quality is identified, normal contract management processes are 
implemented, including: 

• Contract meetings 

• Increased compliance audits 

• Remedial training  

• Where necessary, application of contract non-conformance penalties. 

Regulation 9(4)(o): Audit processes to determine compliance  

Council audits 100% of the Contractor’s completed work relating to powerline clearance to: 

•  ensure that all requirements outlined in this Plan are being met  

• any non-compliance with the Code is identified and promptly resolved. 

All auditing data is electronically recorded in the field data collection software called Konect 
and filed at Council’s office as per the Code. 

As outlined in the following, Council uses five categories of criteria to audit all contractors or 
personnel undertaking line clearance pruning. 

Statutory Clearance of Vegetation 

Council will communicate any non-conformance issues to the Contractor if:  

• Less than 100% of trees pruned comply with the clearance requirements stipulated 
in the contract and current Code of practice 

• The contractor fails to notify Council’s Arborist if the required clearance pruning 
results in: 

o Severe alteration to a tree’s aesthetics 

o Permanent tree damage 

• The contractor fails to notify Council’s Arborist that the tree cannot be pruned to 
achieve the minimum clearance. 
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Local Outcomes and Requirements 

Council will communicate any non-conformance issues to the Contractor if: 

• Pruned branches are left in the tree’s crown (hangers) 

• Trees listed for pruning are not pruned. 

Pruning techniques 

Council will communicate any non-conformance issues to the Contractor if: All (100%) of 
final pruning cuts on each tree pruned are not compliant with AS 4373 Pruning of amenity 
trees and best management practices. 

Site condition 

Council will communicate to the Contractor if:   

• Any sites are left untidy with visible debris. 

Auditing all of the Contractor’s work occurs as follows: 

• Annually for all trees adjacent to High Voltage electric lines 

• Biennial (two-yearly) for all trees adjacent to Low Voltage lines 

• Pruning quality will be also be assessed by the Contract Supervisor to identify any 
instances of poor performance (see Regulation 9(4)(n)). 

Council forwards to the Contractor a list of reworks.  Once a list of reworks is issued to the 
Contractor: 

• Council and the Contractor agree on a reasonable timeframe for resolution, 
depending on the volume  

• The Contractor rectifies the non-compliance on the timelines specified in the tree 
maintenance contract 

• Council requires the Contractor to supply regular updates during this timeframe.  

• Once completed, Council re-audits, closes out and files all associated information. 

Council will investigate any non-conformance recurrences to determine the root cause and 
will follow up with the contractor during Monthly Contractor Meetings. 

Following investigation of any non-compliance and establishment of the cause, Council will 
draw to the attention of the persons concerned the importance of compliance with this Plan 
and the Code as follows: 

• On the first occasion, verbal instruction will be given, and the incident recorded on 
file. 

• If a second occasion occurs, the notification shall be in writing, and the incident 
recorded on file. 

• If a third occasion occurs with the same offender, the training program will be 
reviewed, and more serious action considered. 

Where remedial action is required, the work can be carried out as soon as possible by 
Council staff or the Contractor. 

Remedial works identified during an audit of the Contractor’s schedule pruning work are 
done by the contractor.  

Remedial works resulting from occurrences before scheduled cyclic pruning are Council’s 
responsibility. 

Where assistance for remedial work is required by others, such as the distribution company 
(Regulation 9(4)(j)(ii)(B)), a consultation procedure (Regulation 9(4)(q)) shall be used to assist 
in attending to the non-compliance issue as soon as possible. 
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While the line clearance maintenance program is in operation, Contractor OHS compliance is 
also audited quarterly (minimum) using the Tree Care Contractor OHS Checklist. 

Regulation 9(4)(p): Qualifications and experience 

Under its Line Clearance Management contract with Council, all employees of the Contractor 
involved in work under this Plan are required to be a “qualified person”. Under Regulation 
616(2) of the Electricity Safety (General) Regulations 2019, a qualified person means “a 
person who holds a current certificate that is approved by Energy Safe Victoria, specifying 
satisfactory completion of a training course in tree clearing”. 

The qualifications required by Council are provided in the contract. 

As defined in the Regulations, a “suitably qualified arborist” has: 

• As a minimum, a National Certificate III in Arboriculture including the “Perform a 
ground-based tree defect evaluation” unit or equivalent 

• Experience in assessing trees to ensure only appropriately qualified and experienced 
contractor personnel are employed on the Banyule City Council Line Clearing 
Contract. Council conducts annual desk-top audits of Contractors' training 
certificates and qualifications. 

Regulation 9(4)(q): Notification and consultation procedures 

Council’s tree pruning program is made available to all residents via its website. Prior to 
pruning in each precinct, Council also places advertisements on its website and in its 
quarterly publication Banyule Banner. 

Pursuant to Clause 16(3) of Division 3 of the Code, prior to cutting or removing a tree 
identified under Regulation 9(4)(h)(ii) or (iii) of this Plan, unless cutting or removal is 
required urgently, written notice will be given if: 

• the tree is within the boundary of private property—an owner or occupier of the 
property; or 

•  the tree is on land that is managed by a Council that is not the responsible person—
that Council; or 

• the tree is on land that is contiguous to private property and the use of that 
property may be affected during the cutting or removal—an owner or occupier of 
that property. 

Within 14–60 days prior to the commencement of Line Clearance works Council will provide 
the following notification on its website: 

 

NOTICE OF POWERLINE CLEARANCE WORKS 

We will soon be pruning trees on our nature strips and various properties we own to 
maintain a safe distance around powerlines. The Victorian Electricity Safety (Electric 
Line Clearance) Regulations 2020 and the Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance 
set out in the Schedule to these Regulations require us to maintain vegetation 
clearance around powerlines for public safety. 

The locations we will be pruning are in streets throughout…………………….. 

This will not affect any private property.  

Works will begin in the week starting………………..,and will be completed within 60 
days. 

Relevant parties will be contacted regarding any pruning done on trees of cultural or 
environmental significance, and information on what we are doing and why will be 
provided. 

If you have any questions about this work, call us on 9490 4222.  

http://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/vic/consol_reg/esr2019373/s616.html
https://www.banyule.vic.gov.au/About-us/More-in-about-us/Banyule-Banner
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Regulation 9(4)(r): Independent dispute resolution procedure 

Under this Plan, a dispute is a situation where the normal processes of consultation and 
negotiation relating to trees affected by powerlines fail to provide a satisfactory result.  

If a dispute arises between Council and a member of the public, Council will initiate its 
internal dispute resolution procedure. If the dispute is not resolved using this procedure, the 
dispute will be referred in writing to the Energy and Water Ombudsman (Victoria) or an 
alternative dispute resolution entity. 

If a dispute arises between Council and a network operator: 

• In the first instance, the person responsible for this Plan will negotiate with the 
network operator’s designated contact. 

• If the dispute remains unresolved, it will be escalated within Council’s management 
system for negotiation with the equivalent management level of the network 
operator. 

• If a dispute cannot be resolved between Council and a network operator, Energy 
Safe Victoria will be contacted for clarification of the statutory requirements and 
assistance in resolving the disputed matter. 

Regulation 9(4)(s) Exemptions and exceptions 

Exemptions 

Under Clause (11) of the Regulations, Banyule City Council has not been exempted by Energy 
Safe Victoria from any of the requirements of these Regulations subject to any conditions 
specified by Energy Safe Victoria. 

Exceptions 

Where a suitably qualified arborist identifies that removal of a branch to meet the minimum 
line clearance space will significantly alter the shape of a tree or compromise its structure, 
Council will undertake an individual assessment of the tree to determine whether an 
Exception is applicable. Exceptions allowed under the Code are provided under Clauses 4–7 
in Table 5. 

Regulations 10(1)–(6): Obligations relating to this Plan 

Regulations 10(1)–(4): Requests from Energy Safe Victoria 

If requested in writing by Energy Safe Victoria, Banyule City Council, the responsible person 
for this Electric Line Clearance Management Plan (ELCMP), prepared under Regulation 9, will 
within 14 days or otherwise specified:  

• Provide a copy of this Plan to Energy Safe Victoria  

• Supply further information or material relating to this Plan 

• Amend the Plan if instructed to do so. 

Regulation 10(5): Plan compliance 

Pending the approval of this Plan by Energy Safe Victoria, Banyule City Council will comply 
with all requirements. 

Regulation 10(6): Plan publication 

A copy of this Plan will be made available on Banyule City Council’s website. 

 

 

 

https://www.ewov.com.au/
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Date: 31 March 2022 

Authorised by: Reviewed by:   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Darren Bennett Michael Tanner       Ben de Klepper 
Director, Assets and City 
Services 

Manager, Parks & Natural 
Environment 

      Coordinator, Urban Forestry  
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 Appendix 1: Applicable minimum clearance space 

Code: Part 3, Division 1: Standard minimum clearance spaces 
Clause Line type Area 

type 
Minimum clearance 
space 

Applicable distance (AD) 

24 Insulated All The space extending 
away from the line 
in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
(Figures 1, 2 & 3 of 
the Code) 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 300 mm 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
1 of the Code): 

• if the span is ≤ 40 m: 300 mm  

• if the span is > 40 m & ≤ 100 m: 300 + 
(span distance – 40) x 10) = AD 

• if the span is > 100 m: 900 mm 

25 Uninsulated, 
low voltage 

LBRA The space extending 
away from the line 
in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
and if the span is 
greater than 100 m, 
additional distance 
to allow for sag & 
sway (Figures 1 & 4 
of the Code). 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 1000 mm 

 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
2 of the Code): 

• if the span is > 45 m & ≤ 100 m:  
1000 + (span distance – 45) x (1500 ÷ 55))  

• if the span is >100 m: 2500 mm 

26 Uninsulated, 
High voltage 
(other than 
66 000 V 
line) 

LBRA The space extending 
away from the line 
in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
and if the span is 
greater than 100 m, 
additional distance 
to allow for sag & 
sway (Figures 1 & 3 
of the Code). 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 1500 mm 

 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
3 of the Code): 

• if the span is > 45 m & ≤100 m:  
1500 + (span distance – 45) x (1000 ÷ 55)) 

• if the span is > 100 m: 2500 mm 

 

27 Uninsulated, 
66 000 V  

LBRA The space extending 
away from the line 
in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
and if the span is 
greater than 100 m, 
additional distance 
to allow for sag & 
sway (Figures 1 & 5). 

The space above 
these spaces must 
also remain clear. 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 2250 mm 

 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
4 of the Code): 

• if the span is ≤ 45 m: 2250 

• if the span is > 45 m & ≤ 100 m: 

(2500 + (span distance – 45) x (1250 ÷ 
55)) 

• if the span distance is > 100 m: 3500 
mm 

 

 

28 Uninsulated, 
low & high 

HBRA The space extending 
away from the line 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 1500 mm 
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Clause Line type Area 
type 

Minimum clearance 
space 

Applicable distance (AD) 

voltage 
(other than 
66 000 V) 

in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
and additional 
distance that allows 
for conductor sag 
and sway (Figures 1 
& 5 of the Code). 

The space above 
these spaces must 
also remain clear. 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
5 of the Code): 

• if the span is ≤ 45 m: 1500 mm 

• if the span is > 45 m & ≤ 500 m: (1500 + 
(span distance – 45) x (500 ÷ 303)) 

• if the span is > 500 m: 2250 mm 

29 Uninsulated 
66 000 V 

HBRA The space extending 
away from the line 
in all directions 
perpendicular to its 
axis for the 
applicable distance 
and an additional 
distance that allows 
for conductor sag 
and sway (Figures 1 
& 5 of the Code). 

The space above 
these spaces must 
also remain clear. 

For the first & last sixths of the span: 

• 2250 mm 

 

 

For the middle 2/3rds of the span (Graph 
6 of the Code): 

• if the span is ≤ 45 m: 2250mm 

• if the span is > 45 m & ≤ 350 m:  
(2250 + (span distance – 45) x (750 ÷ 
305)) 

• if the span is > 350 m: 3000 mm 

 

 

Schedule 1 – Code of Practice for Electric Line Clearance 

Clauses 4–7: Exceptions to minimum clearance space 
Part 2, Division 1, Clauses 4–7 of the Code, allow for exceptions to the Code as per the 
conditions in Table 5.  

Table 5. Conditions for exceptions to minimum clearance for different branch types around different line types. 

Clause  Applicable 
area 

Line type Tree part Condition for exception 

4* All areas Insulated, 
low voltage  

Structural 
branches 
around 
lines 

The branch is > 130 mm wide at the point it 
enters the minimum clearance space;  

AND 

the branch is:  

• > 150 mm from the line if the span distance 
is ≤ 40 m  

OR  

• > 300 mm from the line if the span is > 40 m; 

AND 

In the last 14 months: 

• a suitably qualified arborist (Regulation 
9(4)(p)) has inspected the tree and advised 
that it has no visible defects that could cause 
the branch to fail and contact the electric line, 
and 

• Council has completed a risk assessment of 
the branch and implemented mitigation 
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Clause  Applicable 
area 

Line type Tree part Condition for exception 

measures for any identified risks. 

5 All areas Insulated, 
low voltage 

Small 
branches 
around 
lines 

The branch: 

• is less than 10 mm wide at the point at which 
it enters the minimum clearance space;  

AND 

• has been removed from the minimum 
clearance space within the past 12 months. 

 

6* LBRA Uninsulated, 
low voltage 

Small 
branches 
under lines 

The branch is less than 10 mm wide at the 
minimum clearance space entry point and is no 
more than 500 mm inside the minimum 
clearance space; 

AND 

the branch originates at a point below the 
height of the electric line; 

AND  

if the branch is within the minimum clearance 
space around the middle two-thirds of the span, 
the span is fitted with: 

   • 1 conductor spreader if the span is ≤ 45 m 

OR 

   • 2 conductor spreaders if the span is > 45 m. 

*Spreader not required if the branch 
comes within the minimum clearance 
space around the first or last sixth of the 
span. 

AND 

In the last 14 months: 

• a suitably qualified arborist (Regulation 
9(4)(p)) has inspected the tree, and 

• Council has completed a risk assessment of 
the branch and implemented mitigation 
measures for any identified risks. 

7* LBRA Uninsulated, 
low voltage 

Structural 
branches 
around 
lines 

if the branch is within the minimum clearance 
space around the middle two-thirds of the span, 
the span is fitted with: 

   • 1 conductor spreader if the span is ≤ 45 m 

OR 

   • 2 conductor spreaders if the span is > 45 m. 

*Spreader not required if the branch 
comes within the minimum clearance 
space around the first or last sixth of the 
span. 

AND 

the branch is > 130 mm wide at the point it 
enters the minimum clearance space 

AND 

The branch is no more than 500 mm inside the 
minimum clearance space 

AND 

In the last 14 months: 

• a suitably qualified arborist (Regulation 
9(4)(p)) has inspected the tree and advised 
that it has no visible defects that could cause 
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Clause  Applicable 
area 

Line type Tree part Condition for exception 

the branch to fail and contact the electric line, 
and 

• Council has completed a risk assessment of 
the branch and implemented mitigation 
measures for any identified risks. 

 

* If Council leaves a branch within the minimum clearance space for an electric line under 
Clauses 4, 6, and 7, it will retain records in its asset management and GIS systems for at least 
five years on: 

• Each inspection 

• All advice referred to regarding the branch identified as having no structural defects 

• Each risk assessment on any risks posed by the branch 

• The mitigation measures to effectively mitigate any identified risks posed by the 
branch. 

All trees on the Exception register will be re-assessed annually.  


