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Thinking of planting
the nature strip?

Nature strips do more than just line our streets — they bring
life to our neighbourhoods.

They provide space for important services like rubbish
collection and water supply, and they support our urban
forest by giving trees and plants room to grow.

At Banyule, we know how important it is for our community
to have safe, accessible, and green spaces.

These guidelines are designed to help you create a nature
strip that supports biodiversity, looks great, and works well
for everyone.

Because nature strips are public land, we'll need to make
a few simple checks through our free permit system.
This helps us ensure plantings are safe and oomp ible
with street infrastructure.

These guidelines apply to nature strips on Counci
roads. They don't apply to main or arterial roads managed
the Department of Transport and Planning (DTP), laneway.
shopping strips, median strips, or private property. If you
on a main road, please contact DTP for appi

To support your project, we've also created a Na
Strip Planting Toolkit with helpful resources, inc
Recommended Plant List, Weeds List, and Sar
Plans.

Let’s work together to enrich our streets with b
plantings and create healthier, more vibrz
for everyone.

Banyule City Council
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What is a nature strip?

A nature strip is public land between a private property boundary and the road kerb or gutter. It does not include the
footpath or kerb.

Nature strips are part of the road reserve and serve many important functions. They:

provide space for essential underground and overhead services like sewerage, drainage, electricity and internet
support street trees and sustainable water management

provide space for waste collection services

provide access for people getting in and out of vehicles

accommodate street lighting, bus stops and street furniture

improve street amenity.

From time to time, Council and service providers may need access to these areas.

Benefits of nature strips

Nature strips bring beauty and vibrancy to our
streets, especially when filled with trees and
greenery. They also play a crucial environmental
role by helping to:

reduce stormwater runoff

filter stormwater before it reaches drains

and waterways

create habitat for pollinators and local wildlife

provide space for trees that offer shade and
cooling.

By enhancing and maintaining nature strips, our
community can contribute to making Banyule’s =5
streets greener, healthier and more inviting for all- =

Banyule City Council 5
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Types of nature strips

Nature strips come in all shapes and sizes.

Wider nature strips can support more complex layered gardens, while narrower ones are perfect for low-growing
plants.

Every strip is unique. Follow the guidelines and pick plants that suit your space to create beautiful and safe spaces.

Typical nature strip

Typical nature strips have a paved footpath along the property
boundary and an unsealed area (typically lawn) between the footpath
and the road kerb.

The unsealed area can vary in width; some nature strips can be
as narrow as 60cm, whilst others can be as wide as 5 meters.

CROSSING
AHEAD

Narrow nature strip

Narrow nature strips may not be able to support taller shrubs.

We recommend planting narrow nature strips with low native grasses
or groundcovers.

Double nature strip

Some areas have nature strips with lawn on both sides of a footpath.

These strips might be able to support taller plants in the grass area
next to the property.

Residents can also request more street trees in these wide strips.

No footpath on nature strip
Sometimes, a nature strip does not have a footpath next to it.

In these cases, the planting area must begin at least 1.5 metres away
from the property boundary.

Footpaths might be added in the future.

Banyule City Council 6
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Process for planting a nature strip

Read the Guidelines

Read the Nature Strip Planting Guidelines before you apply for a free permit.

Notify Relevant Parties

¢ Ifyou’re renting, please notify the property owner and seek their agreement
to modify the nature strip.

¢ If you share the nature strip with other residents or an Owners Corporation,
let them know your plans. They may want to be involved, and in some cases,
their agreement may be needed.

¢ Letting your neighbours know can help avoid misunderstandings; it might
even encourage them to plant their own nature strips too.

Complete the Nature Strip Planting Permit Form

Contact Before You Dig Australia to check for any underground services (free).

¢ Include a rough sketch of your plans in the application. This can be a simple
hand-drawn sketch. Make sure the plans meet the Nature Strip Planting Guidelines.

Include a list of plants you plan to include in the nature strip planting.

A Council Officer will contact you to discuss your permit application.

¢ In most cases, you will be notified of the outcome within 10 business days.

Free Nature Strip Planting Permit Granted

If your permit is granted, you'll receive a $50 plant voucher or free native plants.

Banyule City Council 7
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Key Guidelines

Nature strip

Roadway Footpath Private

Bird’s eye
view

Plant low-growing plant
species next to kerb
and footpath

30cm max

Plants
70cm max

Taller plants

Lower plants,
groundcovers

Mulch

Maintain adequate
space for three bins

Lower plants next
to driveways and
footpaths

30cm max

Driveway

Gaps in plantings Landscaping Materials

« Leave regular gaps in the nature strip to allow « Use organic mulch or compacted granitic sand,
people to safely exit vehicles. ensuring materials are level with the footpath to help

. prevent materials from washing or blowing away.
Waste Collection

» Leave enough space for up to 3 x 240L bins, with Street Trees

around 30cm between each bin, for safe collection.  « Avoid harming street trees or underground services.

« For safe collection, bins must be 1m clear of any
obstacles such as poles or street signs.

Banyule City Council 8
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Key Guidelines

Street level view

Lower plants
30cm max

Roadway Kérb

e Place taller plant species in the
central area of the nature strip.
Maximum height of 70cm.

* Place lower plantings on the
outside edges of the nature strip
(next to the kerb and footpath) with
a maximum plant height of 30cm.

« To maintain clear sightlines,
use low-growing plants next
to driveways and on corner
properties, with a maximum height
of 30cm.

» Make sure you comply with any
clearance requirements for
infrastructure and services on the
nature strip. See Page 10 for more
details.

70cm max | S

2025

150cm min

Nature strip

To ensure safety, accessibility and
proper stormwater flow, do not
allow plants, soil or mulch to spill
over the footpath or kerb.

Be careful not to damage tree roots
when planting.

Native and non-native plants can
be planted on most nature strips.
However, areas within 200m of a
waterway or wildlife corridor must
be planted exclusively with locally
native (indigenous) species.

Leave a clear space for three 240L
bins per household. Place bins
on flat areas to prevent them from

toppling.

Footpath

| Private
Leave regular gaps in the nature

strip to allow people to safely exit
vehicles.

If there is no footpath, leave a 1.5
metre space next to the property
boundary for pedestrian access.

Acceptable materials for

nature strips include soil, mulch,
compacted granitic sand. Other
materials are not permitted unless
approval has been granted through
the permit application.

Do not plant weed species, spiky or
prickly plants.

Banyule City Council
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Clearance zones for infrastructure and services

Infrastructure on the nature strip may need to be accessed, and clearance requirements vary depending on the
object. Clearance areas may include materials such as lawn, mulch, or compacted granitic sand, and can be planted
with low-growing groundcovers.

This table provides information on how much space should be left around different objects on the nature strip.

Asset type Clearance needed

206

N
h)

!

00 D0000000

Bike racks

Bollards

Posts (e.g. school crossing post)

Signage

Bike repair station

Public litter bins

Streetlights

Drainage pits

Benches

Parking meters

Fire hydrants

Australia Post Boxes

Accessible parking spots

Bus stops

Intersections

50cm (all around)

1 metre (all around)

1.5 metres (next to kerb)

10 metres (from flag post)

10 metres (all around)

Banyule City Council

10



Further information

Mulch

Mulch helps control weeds, retain moisture and regulate soil
temperature. It improves soil quality as it breaks down and provides
a habitat for beneficial insects.

* Use organic mulch like woodchips or bark; avoid dyed mulch.

« Avoid fine mulch that can easily wash away, and avoid mulching on
slopes.

 Recommended depth: 75mm to reduce evaporation and erosion.

Compacted Granitic Sand

Compacted granitic sand is durable, stable and drains well, making
it ideal for paths and service areas.

« Limit granitic sand to one-third of the nature strip.
* Apply to a depth of 50-75mm and compact in layers.

» Keep materials level with the footpath to help prevent materials
from washing or blowing away.

Herbicides and other chemicals

Herbicides and chemicals can harm the environment, wildlife and
beneficial insects like bees.

« Avoid synthetic chemicals to protect biodiversity and waterways.

» Use natural methods like mulching, hand weeding or planting
groundcovers instead.

Why plant indigenous species only
near wildlife corridors?

Indigenous plants provide food and shelter for local wildlife,
support biodiversity, and help animals move safely through the area.

They also reduce the risk of spreading invasive weeds.

Banyule City Council
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Choosing Plants

Indigenous plants are native to a specific local area, like Banyule,
and may also grow in nearby regions.

Native plants occur naturally in a larger region, such as all of
Australia.

Exotic plants are not native to the area and come from other
regions or countries.

Weeds are plants that spread quickly and harm local ecosystems.
Most weeds are exotic, but some native plants can also become
invasive.

Indigenous and native plants are recommended for nature strips
because they help preserve biodiversity by supporting local insects
and pollinators. They are also well-suited to the local climate and soil
conditions.

Preparing a sketch for the permit application
You'll need to include the folllowing in your sketch plan:

« dimensions of the natures strip Please refer
to the Nature Strip

Planting Toolkit for more
information on preparing
» proposed design, including planting layout, bin locations, a sketch, recommended
access spaces and materials plants, and sample
nature strip
designs.

« any existing infrastructure (eg pits, posts)

 street trees on nature strip

« alist of proposed plant species

If you are not sure what species you want to plant, just note this
in your application. We can support you with more information.

Banyule City Council 12
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Approval and compliance

Residents can modify their nature strips if they meet the
following conditions:

e They have been granted a free permit from Banyule
Council.

»  Work on the nature strip meets the Nature Strip
Planting Guidelines.

¢ Nature strips are maintained in line with the guidelines
and Community Local Law 2025

Why is a permit required?

A free permit is designed to make sure nature strips are
safe, easy to walk past, and enjoyable for everyone.

It gives Council a quick chance to check your planting
plans before you start, so we can help prevent issues like
low visibility near driveways, or interference with essential
services. We'll also check that the plants are suitable for
the area.

By reviewing plans early, we can work with you to create
a great space for you, your neighbours and the wider
community. We're here to support you and make the
process easy.

Permits also help us keep track of planted nature strips,
which supports future greening projects and biodiversity
planning.

If your permit application isn’t approved and you'd like to
talk about it, you can contact Council to ask for a review.

What if the nature strip is already
planted?

If the nature strip was planted before these guidelines
(June 2025), you may need to make a few updates to
keep things safe and compliant.

Please also let Council know so we can arrange a free
permit.

What happens if the tenants
move out and the nature strip is
planted?

A well-planted nature strip can be a great asset, offering
lower maintenance, a greener streetscape and support
for local biodiversity.

Nature strip planting permits are linked to the location
and the permit applicant. If you move, please let Council
know so we can update details on the permit.

New residents are expected to maintain the nature
strip, like they would a lawn. If they can’t or don’t want to
maintain it, they can contact Council for support.

Banyule City Council
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Responsibilities

Banyule Council:

« Council is responsible for street trees on nature strips.
We source, plant and maintain all street trees. To learn
more or to request a street tree, get in touch with
Council.

« To keep our streets safe and ensure access to
footpaths and essential services, Council may ask
residents to modify nature strips that don’t meet the
guidelines. This may involve trimming overgrown
plants or removing items that are not permitted, such
as sculptures or stakes.

« Council works to repair or cover holes and other
tripping hazards on nature strips when requested by
the community. If an item poses an immediate safety
risk, such as a trip hazard or blockage, Council may
remove it without warning.

«  Council will sometimes add features to improve the
street’s amenity, such as bus stops, drainage pits and
seating. If this requires changes to a planted nature
strip, we'll notify residents before work begins. Council
is required to restore the nature strip back to soil and
lawn seed once work is completed; residents can
request alternatives, including topsoil, mulch and
native grasses.

2025

Utility and public transport providers:

e Providers such as Melbourne Water and Department
of Transport and Planning (DTP), as well as electricity
and telecommunications services, will sometimes
need to access a nature strip to repair or replace
services. They will notify residents before this occurs.
Residents who receive notice can remove plantings
before works begin, so they can replant after the
works are finished

» Service providers may remove vegetation or change
the nature strip during their work. Once the work is
completed, they are required to restore the nature
strip to topsoil and lawn seed. However, residents may
be able to negotiate and explore other options such
as reinstating the area to topsoil, mulch and native
grasses.

Residents:

Council encourages and appreciates the community’s
ongoing commitment to keeping nature strips well cared
for - and helping create vibrant, welcoming streets for
everyone to enjoy.

« Residents who want to modify a nature strip must get
a free Council permit first. See the steps outlined in
this document.

« While residents can't plant, prune or remove street
trees, they can request one from Council if the nature
strip does not have one yet.

o Street trees benefit from a little extra care —
especially in hot or dry weather — so if you can, give
yours a bucket of water now and then, and get in touch
if you're ever concerned about a tree near you.

Banyule City Council
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What is not permitted on nature strips?

Items that are
not allowed

Items not permitted on
the nature strip include,

but are not limited to: Synthetic grass

Prickly, spiky or i Planter boxes and
poeisonous plants = ; garden beds

&

Bollards, sculptures .« "¢,
or ornaments \

Scoria, pebbles or- Z ‘ Synthetic weed mats (e.g. Irrigation systems
loose stones = plastic sheeting under mulch) and lighting

Changes that are not allowed

« Changing the width of the nature strip, road, kerb or channel.
e Changing ground levels or drainage, (e.g. with mounded soil)
Parking on nature strips

« Parking on nature strips can damage public infrastructure, obstruct emergency services and pose safety
risks for pedestrians.

« In Victoria, parking on nature strips is prohibited under the Road Safety Road Rules 2017.

« Signage is not required to prohibit parking on the nature strip.

Banyule City Council 15
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Find out more

For further information or support regarding nature strip modifications, please contact
Customer Service on (03) 9490 4222 or urbanforestry@banyule.vic.gov.au

How to contact your Council

For all enquiries or information about any Council services:
Telephone: 9490 4222

Email: enquiries@banyule.vic.gov.au

Website: banyule.vic.gov.au

Fax: 9499 9475

If your hearing or speech is impaired, you can call us through
the National Relay Service on 183 677 (TTY) or 1300 555 727
(ordinary handset) and ask for 9490 4222.

Postal Address:
PO Box 94, Greensborough 3088

Council Service Centres:
Greensborough: Level 3,1 Flintoff Street
Ivanhoe: 275 Upper Heidelberg Road

Office Hours of Opening:
Greensborough: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5pm
Ivanhoe: Monday - Friday Qam - 5pm

Interpreter service:

If you need an interpreter, please contact TIS National on
131450 and ask to be connected to Banyule Council on
9490 4222.

TIS daslgll dosyall dosd Sogall Iadly JLas¥l slof @y ] dalony @S 3]
9490 4222 <801 e Jouily daliy oSl foulloly 131 450 <301 Le

HIRFREECIFEE > 5HEEE131 4501545 TIS National » ZESRAM £ K
2759490 42223 @ Banyule iy FEE -

Ako vam je potreban tumac, molimo vas, nazovite TIS National na
broj 131 450 i zatrazite da vas se spoji sa Vijecem opcine Banyule na
broj 9490 4222.

Av xpelaleote Siepunvéa TnAe@wvnote otnv EBvIKA Yrinpeoia
Aleppunvéwv Meta@paoTtwy otov aplbud 131 450 kat {nTroTe va oag
ouvdéoouv pe tn Anpapyia Banyule oto 9490 4222.

Se hai bisogno di un interprete chiama TIS National al numero 131 450
e chiedi di essere messo in comunicazione con il Comune di Banyule
al numero 9490 4222.

Ako Bu Tpeba npeBeayBay Be Monume jaBeTe ce Ha TIS National Ha
131 450 1 3amoneTe aa Be noBp3at co Banyule Council Ha 9490 4222.

WRAR T B — A4 RH PR, VT HLE B [E 5K AL B IR S5 A (TIS National)
131450, F4P:5IBanyuleni BUF9490 4222

Haddii aad u baahan tahay mutarjum wac khadka garanka oo ah TIS
131 450 weydiina in lagugu xiro Degmada Banyule tel: 9490 4222.

Néu can théng dich, xin goi cho TIS Toan Quéc qua s6 131 450 roi
nho ho goi cho Hoi Dong Thanh Phé Banyule theo sé 9490 4222
gium quy vi.




