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Disability Profile

This is a snapshot of Banyule's disability profile. It is part of a suite of profiles produced to help understand the characteristics of 

the municipality, assist in planning services and facilities to better meet needs, provide consistent evidence-based data and 

to anticipate future population changes.

The actual number of people with a disability in Banyule is not known because

this information is not collected in the national Census of Population and

Housing. Instead, information on the prevalence of disability within the

community is estimated on the basis of the Survey of Disability, Ageing and

Carers (SDAC) conducted by the ABS. 

The 2018 SDAC found 17.0% of the population in Victoria had a disability, down

from 18.5% in 2015. By applying the 2018 proportion to Banyule's 2018

estimated resident population of 130,237, it is estimated that 22,140 people in

Banyule have some form of disability. 

The 2017 Banyule Household Survey found that 25% of respondents identified as

having a disability - up from 22% in the 2014 survey and 20% in the 2011 survey.

A similar trend was found in the City of Darebin and City of Whittlesea. This

increase is likely to be reflecting an increased willingness of individuals to

identify as having a disability.

The number of Banyule residents in need of assistance with daily core activities,

due to a severe disability or long term medical condition is 6,077 persons. This

represents 5% of the municipality's population and is similar compared to

Greater Melbourne. Banyule proportions range from a low of 3% in Eaglemont,

to a high of 8% in Heidelberg West / Bellfield.1

It is estimated there are over 22,000 Banyule residents with a disability. The

prevalence of disability and the need for assistance increases with age. It is likely

that at some stage in life, everyone will acquire disability. It may be permanent

or temporary, such as through accident or injury, or acquired through old age. 

Evidence tells us that people with disability can face greater barriers to basic

opportunities such as employment and education. They are less likely to have

completed a bachelor or higher degree and less likely to be in employment

compared to people without disability. 
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Disability Profile

Forecast

Gender

Age

Children with disability

Banyule’s population forecast for 2020 is 134,047 and is forecast to grow by

around 13,000 residents to 147,098 by 2036. The population aged 75+ years is

forecast to have the largest growth across the municipality (39% increase, 

+ 4,230 persons aged 75+ yrs).2

With Banyule's ageing population and the rate of disability increasing with age, it

is likely that the proportion of Banyule residents with a disability increases.

In Australia, disability prevalence is similar for males (17.6%) and females

(17.8%). However, in relation to age, the largest difference between males and

females is for children aged 5-14 yrs (12% of boys with disability compared with

7% of girls).3

Females were slightly more likely to have a need for assistance than males - see

chart.1

Females were also more likely to be carers than males. In Banyule, 15% of

females aged 15+ years are carers compared to 11% of males.1

The prevalence of disability increases with age. In Australia, 12% of people aged

0-64 years had a disability compared to 50% for people aged 65+ years.
3

The need for assistance also increases with age. In Banyule, 2.5% of residents

aged 0-64 years need assistance due to disability. This increases to 11% for

persons aged 65-84 and 46% for persons aged 85+ years.1

In Australia, 7.7% of children under 15 were reported as having a disability. Boys

were more likely than girls to have a disability (9.6% compared with 5.7%).3

Of all children, 4.5% had profound or severe disability and 1.6% had moderate or

mild disability. Intellectual disability was the most common disability group

affecting children (4.5%), followed by sensory and speech disability (3.1%) and

psychosocial disability (2.7%).3

The long-term health conditions most commonly reported amongst children with

disability were autism and related disorders (26.8%), asthma (16.5%), and

attention deficit disorder/hyperactivity (15%).3
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Disability Profile

Older people (aged 65+ years)

Carers

Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) population

Half of Australia's older population (age 65+ years) have a disability (50%).3 

In Banyule, 17% of older people have a need for assistance.1

The most common main long-term health conditions amongst older Australians 

are: 

• arthritis and related conditions (15.6%) 

• hypertension (9.1%) 

• back problems (8.7%).3

In Australia, older people were most likely to need assistance with: 

• health care (23%) 

• property maintenance (20%) 

• household chores (16%).3

In Banyule, a higher proportion of residents aged 15 years and over (13.0% or

12,990 persons) provide unpaid care to a person with disability, long term illness

or old age, compared with Greater Melbourne (11.3%).1

The rate of caring generally increases with age: from 1% of those aged under 15

years to 20% for those aged 55-64 years.3 

Primary carers are those who provide the most assistance. Their lives are often

significantly impacted by their caring role. In Australia;

•  3.5% of people aged 15+ years were primary carers.

•  the average age of a primary carer was 54 years.

•  seven in ten (72%) primary carers were women.3

In Australia, 7.7% of children under 15 were reported as having a disability. Boys

were more likely than girls to have a disability (9.6% compared with 5.7%).3

Of all children, 4.5% had profound or severe disability and 1.6% had moderate or

mild disability. Intellectual disability was the most common disability group

affecting children (4.5%), followed by sensory and speech disability (3.1%) and

psychosocial disability (2.7%).3

The long-term health conditions most commonly reported amongst children with

disability were autism and related disorders (26.8%), asthma (16.5%), and

attention deficit disorder/hyperactivity (15%).3

In the 2016 Census, 706 residents identified as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait

Islander. The Indigenous community is under-represented in census data so the

actual population may be higher.

ATSI people experience higher rates of disability than other Australians. 

In 2015, 23.9% of ATSI people reported a disability compared with 17.5% for non-

Indigenous people. Higher rates of disability were experienced across all age

groups when compared to non-Indigenous people.4
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Disability Profile

Disability type

Permanent or long-term disability

Core activity limitation

Dementia

Sign language

Autism

From 2015 to 2018, there was a 25% increase of people in Australia who had

autism. The prevalence of autism is greater in young people. People with

autism are less likely than others to complete an educational qualification and

have needs for support that differ from people with other disabilities. Of those

with autism, 8.1% had a bachelor degree or higher, compared with 16.1% of

those with disability and 31.2% of those without disability. The unemployment

rate for people with autism was 34.1%, compared to 10.3% for people with

disability and 4.6% for people without disability.3

Core activity limitation refers to the severity of a disability and is classified as

profound, severe, moderate or mild according to the extent to which a person

needs assistance with core activities (self-care, mobility and communication). 

In Australia, 5.7% of the population have a profound or severe limitation.3

In the 2017 Banyule Household Survey, the most common permanent or long-

term disability was physical (11.0%), followed by hearing impairment (6.6%) - see

chart. 

Survey respondents more likely to identify as having a permanent or long-term

disability included senior citizens and females. Residents from Banyule's South

Precinct (i.e. Eaglemont, Ivanhoe, Ivanhoe East) were less likely than average to

identify as having a permanent or long-term disability.

In 2017, Banyule was ranked 16th of all 79 Local Government Areas in Victoria for 

dementia prevalence (estimated 2,460 residents). By 2050, it is estimated that

the number of Banyule residents with dementia will increase by 201% to 7,405.5

Banyule has the fifth largest population using signing at home (121 persons) and

the third largest concentration of signers (9.9 in 10,000 residents) across Greater

Melbourne. In comparison, Greater Melbourne has 5.5 signers per 10,000

residents. Auslan represents 92% of sign languages used at home.1
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Disability Profile

Education, employment, income & transport

Education

Employment

Income

Transport

People with a disability are likely to leave school earlier than people without a

disability. In Banyule, 28% of residents with a need for assistance completed

Year 12 or equivalent compared to 66% of residents without a need for

assistance. 

Similarly, 10% of residents with a need for assistance completed a Bachelor or

higher degree compared to 35% of residents without a need for assistance.1

In Australia, among people who reported a difficulty or inability to use public

transport due to their condition, the most common reasons were:

•  issues getting in or out of the vehicle because of steps (42%)

•  getting to stops or stations (31%)

•  fear or anxiety (23%)

•  lack of seating or difficult standing (21%).3

From 2015 to 2018, there was a 25% increase of people in Australia who had

autism. The prevalence of autism is greater in young people. People with

autism are less likely than others to complete an educational qualification and

have needs for support that differ from people with other disabilities. Of those

with autism, 8.1% had a bachelor degree or higher, compared with 16.1% of

those with disability and 31.2% of those without disability. The unemployment

rate for people with autism was 34.1%, compared to 10.3% for people with

disability and 4.6% for people without disability.3

In Australia, people with disability were more likely to live in a lower income

household than those without a disability (50% compared to 24%). 

The median gross personal income of people with disability was $505 per week,

less than half that of people without disability ($1016 per week).3

In Banyule, 68% of residents in need of assistance have a low weekly income

(under $500) compared to 35% of residents without a need for assistance.1

The proportion of Banyule residents that receive a Disability Support Pension

(2.5%) is marginally higher compared to Greater Melbourne (2.3%).6

In Australia, people with a disability have a higher unemployment rate (10.3%)

than people without a disability (4.6%). People with a disability were less likely

to be in full-time employment (28%) compared to people without a disability

(55%).3

In Banyule, the unemployment rate for residents in need of assistance is higher

than for residents without a need for assistance (13.8% compared to 5.4%).1
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Disability Profile

Notes

More information

Council information related to people with a disability is found at:

banyule.vic.gov.au/Community-services/People-with-a-disability

Definitions

Data source

1     Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS), 2016 Census of Population and Housing

2     Population and household forecasts, 2016 to 2036, prepared by .id, the population experts, September 2019

3     ABS, 2018 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers (SDAC)

6     Centrelink payments, June 2019

4     ABS, 2015 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers (SDAC)

5     Access Economics (2017), Projections of dementia prevalence and incidence in Victoria 2010 - 2050: 

       Department of Health Regions and Statistical Local Areas.

Long term health condition

A disease or disorder that has lasted, or is likely to last, for six months or more. People whose long term conditions limit their activities are

identified as having disability.

This profile is part of a suite of resources produced by Banyule City Council's Community & Social Planning Unit. 

More resources can be found at banyule.vic.gov.au/stats.

Disability

Any limitation, restriction or impairment which restricts everyday activities and has lasted, or is likely to last, for at least six months. 

Need for assistance

Identifies people who report a need for assistance due to a profound or severe disability. It does not represent total persons with a

disability - hence not all persons with a disability require assistance with their daily core activities.  
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