
   ◦  667 Aboriginal

   ◦  25 Torres Strait Islander

   ◦  14 Both Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander

Age

Age group

0-4 yrs 9% 6%

5-24 yrs 40% 23%

25-64 yrs 45% 53%

65+ yrs 6% 17%

In the 2016 Census, 706 Banyule residents identified as First Nations. This is

87 more than the 2011 Census which reported 619 First Nations people. 

The actual population is likely higher because First Nations people are

historically under-represented in Census data.   

The proportion of First Nations people in Banyule is similar to Greater

Melbourne.  

Population

The greatest number of First Nations people live in the West Precinct, in the

suburbs of Heidelberg West / Bellfield and Heidelberg Heights (184

persons).  This is a culturally diverse area with a low socio-economic profile. 

The proportion of First Nations people ranges from a low of 0% in Ivanhoe

East, to a high of 1.7% (125 persons) in Heidelberg West / Bellfield. 

First Nations people have a younger age profile than non-Indigenous

residents. The median age of First Nations people is 25 years compared to

39 years for non-Indigenous residents. Almost half of First Nations people

are aged 0-24 years (49%). 

Non-

Indigenous
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Aboriginal 

heritage

The number of First Nations people by Indigenous status is:Indigenous 

status

In Banyule, approximately 9 out of every 10 First Nations people are

Aboriginal (94%). This is similar for Greater Melbourne (93%) and Australia

(91%).  

First 

Nations

Location

Within Banyule there are two main groups of First Nations people. The first

group are the traditional custodians, the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung, who

have lived on the lands of Banyule for more than 35,000 years. The second

group consists of First Nations people from different cultural backgrounds

from all over Australia who have come to live in Banyule. 
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The darker red areas represent neighbourhoods with a higher 
number of First Nations people.
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Religion The proportion of First Nations people by religion is:

No religion 52%

Catholic 17%

Anglican 8%

Uniting Church 4%

Other 15%

Not stated 4%

Disability 2

Language The majority of First Nations people speak English at home (93%). 

One percent speak an Australian Indigenous Language, while 1.7% speak a

Southern European language and 1.1% speak an Asian language.

Need for 

assistance

Child birth 1 The fertility rates of First Nations women have traditionally been higher

than other women.

The proportion of First Nations women aged 15-24 years who have given

birth, decreased from 15% in 2006 to 8% in 2016.

In comparison, the proportion of non-Indigenous young women who have

given birth was 2% in 2016.

The number of First Nations people that indicated a need for assistance

with daily core activities (communication, mobility, personal care), due to a

severe disability, long term health condition or old age was 38. This

represents 5.4% of the First Nations population. A similar proportion of non-

Indigenous residents indicated a need for assistance (5.1%).

In relation to people aged 25-64 years, 7.9% of First Nations people

reported a need for assistance compared to 2.8% of non-Indigenous

people.1

Less than one percent of First Nations people nominated Australian 

Aboriginal Traditional Religions (0.5%).

National data show higher rates of disability for First Nations people

compared to non-Indigenous people. 

In the 2018 Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers, 24% of First Nations

people in Australia reported a disability compared with 18% for non-

Indigenous people.  

8%

2%

First
Nations

Non-
Indigenous

Women aged 15-24 yrs 
who have given birth

5.4% 5.1%

First
Nations

Non-
Indigenous
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24%

18%

First
Nations

Non-
Indigenous

National disability rate 
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Education

Qualification

Employment

Occupation

Income

First Nations people were more likely than non-Indigenous residents to be 

employed as;

◦ technicians and trades workers

◦ community and personal service workers

◦ labourers

◦ machine operators and drivers.

First Nations people were less likely to be managers and professionals 

compared to non-Indigenous residents.

In the 2016 Census, the unemployment rate for First Nations people (10%) 

was twice the rate for non-Indigenous residents (5%).

The proportion of First Nations people completing secondary education is

increasing. However, First Nations people were less likely to have completed 

secondary education (43%) than non-Indigenous residents (64%).  

The proportion of First Nations people, aged 25-44 years, who hold a

bachelor degree or higher, has increased from 10% in 2006 to 21% in 2016.3

Overall, First Nations people were less likely to have completed a bachelor

degree or higher than non-Indigenous residents (25% compared to 52%).

Forty six percent of First Nations people earn a low income compared to

37% of non-Indigenous residents.  

A lower proportion of First Nations people earn a high income ($2000 or

more per week) than non-Indigenous residents (5% compared to 11%). 

The median total personal income is $498 per week for First Nations people

compared to $730 for non-Indigenous residents.

The median total household income is $1203 per week for First Nations

households compared to $1659 for non-Indigenous households.

43%
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Households 1

Volunteering

Note

Data source

1

2

3

This profile is part of a suite of resources produced by Banyule's Community

and Social Planning Unit.  

More resources can be found at www.banyule.vic.gov.au/stats 

In the 2016 Census, the proportion of First Nations households not

connected to the internet (19%) was higher compared to non-Indigenous

households (12%).

The dominant household type for First Nations is single parent families (39%

of households). In comparison, the dominant household type for non-

Indigenous households is couple families with children (48%). 

More than half of First Nations families with children are single parent

families (55%). In comparison, 23% of non-Indigenous families with children

are single parent families.

First Nations households were more likely to be renting, whilst non-

Indigenous households were more likely to fully own or be purchasing their

home.  

A lower proportion of First Nations households fully own or are purchasing

their home compared to non-Indigenous households (see chart).  

Approximately 1 in 2 First Nations households are renting compared to 1 in

4 non-Indigenous households, with many First Nations people in social

housing.

The prevalence of disability is not available by Local Government Area. Therefore, national data from the ABS 2018

Survey of Disability, Ageing and Carers is presented in this profile.

This profile highlights the socio-economic disadvantage of Banyule's First Nations people compared to the non-

Indigenous population. Council is committed and continues to work in partnership to support the First Nations

people to improve health and wellbeing, education and employment outcomes and community and social

participation. 

Profiles of Indigenous Residents, 2016 Census, produced by the City of Greater Dandenong.

Unless otherwise stated, data is sourced from the Australian Bureau of Statistics, Census of Population and Housing

2016. 

Social Trends - Indigenous residents, 2016 Census, produced by the City of Greater Dandenong.

More 

information

Internet 

access

Housing 

tenure

First Nations people were less likely to volunteer for an organisation or

group than non-Indigenous residents.
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