Garden Design

Gardens can provide habitat for local animals, provide play spaces for d1||dren, produce vegetables and
be a place to relax or entertain. Consider these when you ~
create your design.

| Visit public gardens and parldands. Take photographs of
scenes that you like and ask the garden managers for planting
lists. Use books and magazines to find pictures of gardens that
appeal to you. Consider the environmental impact of different
types of gardens. Manicured lawns require a lot of water and
time to maintain.

2 Sketch your garden from a birds-eye-view. Mark the
location of existing trees, lawn, sheds, paths and other features
you want to keep.

3. Look at your garden at different times of day and in different seasons. Locate the wet and dry spots,
sunny and shady spots. Record these in your sketch map.

4. On scrap paper draw the features you would like to add to your garden using the same scale as
your sketch map. These features may indude a vegetable patch, a pond, a lawn area, garden beds and
trees. Move them around your sketch map considering the location of existing features and
conditions. For example, you may want to put your vegetable patch in a sunny spot near a water tank
and locate new large trees away from powerlines.

5. Move around your garden with your sketch map. Imagine the space with the planned features in
place. Visualise the views you are creating from windows and the views you may be blocking. Imagine
how you will move through the space when the new features are in place and make changes
required.

6. Use string and wooden pegs to mark out the location of new features. You will need to measure
the size of different zones to calculate the quantity of materials to purchase. Your garden is now ready
for implementation but before you start keep reading. Sections on mulching, weed control and plant
selection will help you proceed.

If you're still looking for inspiration you may want to adapt the following designs to your space.
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